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hag so wrecked our timber areas in the years
that have gone. Such an administration must
and will justify its existence in a very short
time, The least, if I may say so, important
result but one which prebably will have the
strongest influence with the majority of peo-
ple will show itgelf first of all, and that is
in the income derived from the forests. Then
will follew the better utilisation of our tim-
bers and the injtiation of wood working in-
dustries. Finally as the working plans come
into force and forests are improved the per-
manent mill sight with its permanent village
of timber workers will take the place of the
shitting fallers’ camp, and the deserted mill
cottages of to-day. The department under
the Minister of the Crown, who for the
time being administers the Act, will have
charge of all matters of policy and all mat-
ters connected with the forests, their proper
ntilisation and their sylvieultural treatment.
The permanent head—the Conservator of
Forests—will be removed so far as it is pos-
sible to remove him from politieal conirol,
from political influence. He will be appointed
for a term of seven years and will have the
powers of a commissioner, and will have the
whole administration of the forest policy in
his hands. His staff will consist of men who
have been trained in the science of forestry
and who have gained their experience in every
sphere of the practical work of the forester,
sowing the seed, thinning the erop, protecting
it from its many enemies and marking the
felling sections for the mill, Power is taken
to enable the conservator to establish training
schools for his foresters and to take yvowths
as apprentices to learn the art and craft of
the foresters’ profession. And it will be for
him to hnild up his department from the mag-
nificent material that this State possesses in
its strong young men, so that the main prin-
ciples of the forest policy will be established,
maintained and earried through in perpetuity,
T hope, by West Australians in eur own coun-
try. T move—
That the Bill he now read a second time.
On motion of Mr. O'Loghlen debate ad-
journed.

PERENTORI HOTEL LICENSE.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [9.5]: On
Thursday of last week the Honorary Minis-
ter for Lands, T understand, promised to eall
for a report from the Under Secretary for
Lands about the Perenjori applieation for
Micense. I understand it was his intention
to make a statement to the House to-night.
I shall be glad to know if the Minister in-
tends to make that statement now or will give
any statement to the House regarding it.

Mr. SPEAKER: With the permission of
the House the Hemorary Minister may make
a statement. .

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister—Nelson) [9.6]: The faets are these: On
2nd September, that is, after the sale of this
bleck by public anetion, Mr, E. B, Johngton
and Mr. Connor called to see the Under
Secretary for Lands with remard to the Per-
enjori Lot 9. The Under Secretary knew the
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block had been rold to Messrs. Johnston and
Cornor and helieved that Mr, E. B, Johnston
was either one of the purchasers or the agent
for one of them, He told Messrs. Johnston
and Connor that he would advize the Com-
missioner of Police of the conditions of the
sale, After Messrs, Johnston and Connor left,
the Under Secretary, as he had not the file
before him, and as several other callers were
waiting, asked Mr. Morris to get the file and
write to the Commissioner of Police giving
the conditions under which the land was sold
in order that the Commissioner conld, if be
thought fit, communicate with the inspector
in charge of the district. Mr. Morris did not
gee Mossrs, .Johnston and (onnor and in send-
ing the letter to the Commissicner of Police
acted on the instruetions of the Under Secre-
tary for Lands. As I stated on Thursday
Iast when speaking in the Assembly, this let-
ter wag sent without my knowledge; had 1
sighted the letter it would not have been
gent. T wag not aware that any departmental
officer had heen approached by anyone; no one
gither in the department or outside mentioned
the matter to me in any shape or form. Tho
firat knowledge I ha@ that sueh a letter had
heen written was eight days afterwards when
the file came before me on my calling for it.
There is no danger of a recurrence as I have
ex)iressed my views very strongly on the mat-
ter,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder} [9.8]: T wish
to ask the Honorary Minister whether he
will attach any further papers in connection
with the matter to the file now on the Table;
any reports by Mr. King or Mr, Morris or
any papers that passed between the Minister
and himself on the matter. Will he attach
them to the file to-morrow?

Hon. T. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister—2XNelzon) [9.9]: T have no objee-
tion; I have the papers here.

House adjourned at 9.10 pm.

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 18th September, 1918,

The SPEAEER took the Chair at 4.30 pm,,
and read prayers.

[For *‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Paper
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—PERENJORI HOTEL
LICENSE.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he Iay on the Table the
Police Department file dealing with the appli-
eation for the Perenjori hotel license?
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The PREMIER replied: I shall be pleased
to see that all papers connected with the mat-
ter are laid on the Table of the House, I de-
pire that every publicity shall be given to the
matter.

QUESTION—KULIN HOTEL LICENSE.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he lay on the Table all
papers connected with the application for an
hotel license in the Kulin district, eoncerning
which matter questions were answered yester-
day?

The PREMIER replied: Certainly. If the
hon. member and the House are anxious to
know al! particulars of the matter, the papers
will be laid on the Table.

BILLS (2)—PFIRST READING.

1, Coal Mines Regulation Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

2, Preston Road Distriet Soldiers’ Memorial.
Introduced by Mr. Pickering.

MOTION—VERMIN BILL.
Restoration of Measure.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister—Nelson) [4.42]: I move—

That a Message be forwarded to the
Legislative Council, in the terms of Stand-
ing Order No. 419, requesting that the con-
sideration of a Bill for ‘“An Act relating
to Vermin Feneing, and the Destruction of
Vermin, and for other purposes incidental
thereto’’ be resumed.

Hon. P. COLLTIER (Boulder) [4.43]: T do
not quite recall the full circumstances as to
this Bill, whether it was in the possession of
this House, or of another place, when it lapsed.

The Premier: It was in another place.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Bill, I think, had
passed through this House, and was being
dealt with in another place, and lapsed there.

The Premier: It lapsed owing to the close
of the session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is it permissible under
Btanding Order 419 for a Minister in this
Honse to move for the restoration of the mea-
sure? Paragraph (a) of the Standing Order
reads—

If the Bill be in the possession of the
Hounse in which it originated, not having
been sent to the other House, or, if sent,
then returned by Message, it may be pro-
ceeded with by resolution of the House in
whiceh it is, restoring it to the Notice Paper.

Under that paragraph it seems necessary for
this motion to be moved in another place.

Hon, P. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister—XNelson—in explanation) [4.44]}: The
leader of the Opposition read paragraph (a)
of Standing Order 419; but paragraph (b)
gives the necessary power—

If the Bill be in the possession of the
House in which it did not originate, it may
be proceeded with by resolution of the
Honge in which it is, restoring it to the
Notice Paper; but such resolution shall not
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be passed unless a Message be received from

the House in which it originated, requesting

that its consideration he resumed.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 am satisfied,

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.45]: I
did not agree with that Bill when it left here,
and we should not proceed further with it.
What we want is a measure that will meet the
requirements of the hour, not a Bill which will
continue the disaster which is affecting all the
agrienltural distriets. The Bill as it stands
does not make provision in any sense for meet-
ing present emergenecies, T therefore suggest
that it should be dropped and that a new one
should be framed; it would be wiser to do that
and eommence de novo. There is no need to
labour the subjeect; my suggestion must com-
mend itself to hon. members. If we allow the
existing Bill to pass, our hope of immediately
coping with the pest is gone. The Bill as it
stands will bind our hands and not only that,
it will create a burden which will be too
grievous to be borne.

Mr. Stubbs: Could we not amend it?

Hon. T. WALKER: It is based on wrong
principles. A Bill to deal with the pest must
start on a national basis. It is the nation’s
business, not the business of the settlers on
the land to deal with the pest. The matter is
too formidable to be dealt with in the hap-
hazard way which we have hitherto done. We
should act wisely by dropping the measure and
substituting one more up to date and more
national in its character.

Hon, J. MITCHELL (Northam) [4.48]:
This is an urgent matter, and there is very
little time to prepare another Bill. T agree
that the measure under discussion is far from
being a perfect one. My objection to it when
we were dealing with it was that it did not
commit the Government to any expenditure,
and the Government were not willing to say
definitely the nature of the assistance they
were prepared to give towards the deatrnetion
of the pest which has been rightly called a
national menace. It should be possible for
Ministers to say what they will do in addition
to what this measure will compel other people
to do. It is of the utmost importance that we
should get to work as soon as the winter rains
cease, which will be in about six weeka’ time.
There is no doubt the proposed boards will
cause considerable trouble, and under the Bill
we will set up o number of charges against
farmers under which those unfortunate people
will squirm. I am agreeable to the motion
being passed provided the Government state
definitely what they propose to do.

BI‘i[on. T. Walker: We must have it in the

ill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: The Bill ¢ould be re-
cast, but I do not think we could get a new
Bill through in time. Each year we have
missed the season, and we have spent much
money without any pood being achieved. I
hope there will not be a repetition of that. I
am disappointed that the Government will not
say exactly what they propose to do.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Give us a chanee.

Hon. T. Walker: We have given you too
many chanees.
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Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.52]: The point
raise | by the wmember for Kanowna appeals to
me, tor the reasonm that during the past few
weeks the rabbit pest on the westeru side of
the No. 2 fence has become a considerable
menave fo the agrienltural community, and, as
that community will in the future play a very
important part in the financial stability of tbe
Ntate, the fiovernment have a elear duty to
perform.  The average wind has not realised
the seriousness of the danger. The member for
Kanowna is right in saying that the Bill dealt
with last session iw not perfect, but the gnes-
tion is low long wonld it take to prepare a
Bill which wonld deal with the matter from a
national standpoing?

Hon, T. Walker:
week.

Mr, STUBBS: Then T woull weleome such
# new Bill, and T trust the Governmeut will do
their utmost to assist the community in that
direetion. Tt is the duty of the Government to
spend money fo cope with the pest, and what-
ever i3 «done will he in the interests of the
State aml more particularly in the interests of
the sccurities of the Agrieultural Bank, which
are in serious danger on account of the rapid
manner in which the pest has spread.

Mr, JOHXSTON (Williams-Xarrogin}
[4.35]: ANl agricultural members hope and
expert the Government to do far more to cope
with the rabbit pest than it appears to us
they are willing to do under the measure which
we passed last session. If we are going to
deal with the pest at all and prevent rabbits
from overrunning the whole of the south-
western portion of the State, it is essential
that the Crown should take some responsibility
for clearing the rabbits from Crown lands,
from reserves, and from abandoned farms in
the possession of the Agricultural Bank, a
responsibility similar to that thrust upon pri-
vate land holders. This matter has engaged
the attention of the Government, and I think
I have seen a Ministerial statement to the
effect that the Government intend to do more
towards coping with the rabbit pest than they
have done in the past. In my electorate there
is one Government rabbit ecart at work, and
bon. members will agree that one such vehicle
is practically useless in snch a big district.

Mr. Maley: How many are being nsed by the
settlers?

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: I should say ecight or ten
in that loeality. But in the districts where
the Tabbits are very thick the preater portion
of the land is owned by the Crown, and my
heart goes out to those settlers who are poison-
ing a day or two in eaeh week whilst nothing
is done on the vacant Crown lands or aban-
doned farms where the rabbits multiply, The
efforts of the settlers at the present time
resemble the aection of a man attempting to
stem the tide with a broom. TUnless the pest
is dealt with on (rown lands, and partieularly
on the abandomed selections, whatever might
be done by the settlers closer in will prove
valueless. Before we agree to the motion we
zre entitled to a statement of the Government’s
intentions. T desire to aesist the (Gorvernment
to enable them to cope with the pest. but I
would like an assuramce that the matter will
be taken wup in real earnest, and that the

It ecould be dene in a
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burden will not be thrown on the shouldera of
the new settlers hetween the two 1ences. 'Lhis
should be a national work, and all settiers,
even those whe are not at the present’ time
troubled by the peat, shuuld be asked to con-
tribute pro rata towardy extermimating the
rabbits. [ hope the Government will make a
definite statement with regard to this matter,

Mr, MALEY (Greenough) {4.58]: 1 would
like to know whether we ave ever likely to
reach finality in regard to this matter., Lust
gession a Rabhit Bill and a Vermin Bill were
introduced, aml at the wigh of the House both
were rejected and aselect committee appointed
to drvatt a Bill to consoddate both, That Bill
was passed by this House after a long debate,
und it is now in the hands of the Legislative
Couneil, [t is competent for hon. members in
another place to move amendments to that
measure, and [ am gure if they arve approached
they will 0 so. The matter is ahselutely
urgent, amd it should le finntised as quickly
as possible.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIX (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle} [3.0]: Fortenately the measure umler
diseusgion is not a Government one, and there-
fore we on this sile of the House can speak
without leing accused of opposing the Gov-
ernment, The Bill was the result of the work
of a select committee appointed by members
of this €bamber, [ took an active interest in
this Rill last session, but | considerad that the
provisions of it were sueh as to throw too
great o responsibility en the farmer, On the
various reserves and Government lands throngh-
out the State nothing was done to destroy the
vermjn which was overflowing on to the ad-
joining farms. Unfortunately, we pot very
little suppart fram representatives of the
farmers.  Since then deputations have waited
on the Miniater, and, if my memory serves me
aright, the Government have apgreed to asgist
the farmers hy an endeavour to destroy the
vermin ou the various reserves and Crown landa.
Tf that is se, why can we not have it definitely
get out in the legislation? T agree with my
colleague that it woull take at most only a
week to deal with a new Bill, which will not
be a party measure nor even & Government
measure. The member for CGreenough (Mr,
Malev) last session endeavoured to have amend-
ments made to the Rill, and what has since
taken place distinctly shows the neeessity for
amending that Bill, T certainly think the Gov-
ernment should intraduce a new Bill right away
and have it put through. This course would
actoally save time, for, as T have said, the
rassage of the Bill wounld not occupy more
than a week. What has taken place since the
Rill was before us might induce hon. members
to amend the measure. Bunt a point to be
remembered is that we in this Houge have uo
power to amend any clause in the Rill of last
session except sweh clauses as may be amended
hy the Lecislative Conneil. Tn other words,
if the Lepislative Council does not amend the
Bill, we shall nat be able to deal with it at
all when it ¢comes back to ns. T hone the Gov-
ernment will re-introduce the RBill in thia
Honse.

Mr., PTCRERING (Sussex) [5.4]: Tn view
of the verv urgent husiness confronting the
House, T think that if we can pget an aganr-
ance from the Minister that the Rill shall he
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amended in the other House, we should agrec
to that conrse, When the Bill was before us I
expressed a desire that it should take the
broudest possible national view of the gquestion.
‘T then said that although the roads boards in
my distriet were not vitally interested in the
question, yet in view of the menace they woull
be prepared to fall into line with other boards.
I trust the Minister will give effeet to the
wishes of the House. ]
Mr., HICKMOTT (Pingelly} [5.5]: The
Bill has been diseussed for over six months,
=nd this is the third attempt to get it passed.
We have complaints every day from szettlers
ju the rabbit-infested areas declaring that it
is the apathy of other settlers, who are not
compelled to eradicate rabbits, which is cans-
ing all the trouble. We know that if something
definite is not done the question of getting the
Bill on the statate-hook will be again hung
up. The Bill should be idealt with straightway
and should be passed, so as to make it com-
pulzory on ail persons to take a part in eradi-
cating the pest. Settlers in my district have
asked me to endeavour to make arrangements

for a supply of wire netting, even at its pre- .

sent high cost, so anxious, are they to check
the destroction caused by the rabbits. They
say that if the Bill was pasged and it beeame
compelsory on all land holders to deal with
the pest, something might be done, but that
until all are compelled to share in the work
it is an impossible task. 1f 1t is desired not to
go on with the Bill of last session, T urge the
Government to immediately bring forward an-
other measure framed on broader lines. I hope
something will be done at once. T was present
when a <deputation told the Premier that every-
body in the sonthern portion of the State
should hear a share of the cost of eradicating
the rabbits now advaneing towards the south-
ern distriets. That question was not dealt with
jn the Bill which passed this House. T hope
something will be Jdone immediately, becaunse
time is the essence of the contraet. :

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) 75.7]: Long ago
T drew the attention of the House to the neces-
gity for eoping with the rabbit pest. It ap-
pears to me it would be better for members on
this side to support the Government by agree-
ing to the motien. Even if we get a new Bil
down and pass it, and get it into operation,
we are bound to find it is not a perfeet men-
sure. Let ns get to work on the present Bill,
and if when it is passed and put into operation
it is fonnd to be unworkable, and if the Min-
ister does not keep his promise to destroy the
pest on Crown lands, then let ns deal with the
Minister. As time goes on the pest in its
varions loeations will alter materially and the
Bill will require amending to meet the altered
conditions. Certainly if a new Bill is brought
down it will not be a perfect measure; some
amendment is hound to be required in any
Bill brought down. In my view we should get
the present Bill enacted so that something
might he done.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [5.91: As a
member of the select committee which econ-
solidated the two Bills I was very mueh im-
pressed with the importance of dealing with
the rabbit pest. T think the Government shounld
take the gravest porsible view of the menace

to the farmers, particilarly these in’ the cast
ern belt, and do somcthing immediately, A
‘was suggestetl by the membér for Avon (M
Harrison}, if the Bill is restored in the Counei
anddl passed and afterwards found to be im
perfect, it ean be amended. A serious attemp
was made by the member for Toodyay (M
Picgse), the member for York (Mr. Griftiths)
and others having an intimate knowledge o
the question, to frame a Bill that would he a
once acceptable and workable, I think wenw
bers will be well advised to support the Hor
orary Minister in his desire.

Hon. T. Walker: Are you running a poiso
factory?

Mr, LAMBERT: No, T am uot, but I woul
like the Minister to tell us whether it is pos
sible to secure the nevessary poison. The chie
inapector of rabbits told the seleet committe
that he could give them no assurance that th
necessary poison woulil be available, He sai
that an order for 30.000 ecases had been placec
but that he could not get from Elder, Shentor
the people handling the stuff, nny promise tha
the order would he filled.

My, Green: Is there ne possibility of ge
ting the poison mannfactured loeally?

Mr. LAMBERT: Long ago the Governmer
should have toll some of their ofticers with th
necessury seientifie knowledge to rro and mam
facture thia peisen instead of theorising o
pot-still whisky and other rubbigh. I think !
ill-became the chief chemist of our Analytica
Department to wmislead the committee whic
investigated the matter. T Jdo not kno
whether the wmisleading was intentional,
the information which that officer gave to tbh
scleet committee wasg certainly misleading, a
all events to a layman. I am referring to M:
Mann, the Government Analyst. Seeing tha
he iz an employee of the Covernment and tha
he was well aware of the seriousness of th
position, I think he should have been in a pos
tion to give the committee some cstimate o
the cost of manufacturing the poison, partieu
larly as he had been informed that it was in
possible to sceure sufficient supplies of th
article, The (iovernment should ask Mr. Man
his reagons for temlering such evideuee as h
did to the seiect committee. ] am quite in ac
cord with the desire of the Homerary Ministe
te have the Bill proceeded with. The matte
ig of very great urgeney,

Hon., F. K, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min
ister—Nclson—in reply) [5.14}: T trust mem
hers will not allow a nuestion which we al
agree is vital te be again shelved.

. Hon. T, Walker: There is no desire to shelv
it. What we want is that the matter shall Ju
dealt with speedily awvd well, .

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorarv Min
dster): Tf the motion is defeated, nobalv ecar
say when we are to get a Bill throngh, and
very much doubt if the new Bill which wil
have to be brought down wi'l prove one whi
better than the present Bill. The present Bil
was considered by a scleet committee, and
althongh it is not a perfect BiN it will enahl
the department dealing with the peat to o
anhead. If the motion is defeated. what wil
be the result? The work of the derartment fo
the Iast nmine months will be nullifiet. Reard
ing the poison mentiorned by the memher fo
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Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), there has been very
great difficulty. 1 have eiery reason to be-
lieve that during this wonth sufticient poison
will arrive bere for six wmonths’ use. The
Minister for Industiies is investigating this
matter now to ascertain if poisou ean be mauu-
factured in Western Awstralia. 1 hope the
result will be suecessiul, and that we shall
be able to make it here of a suitable quality
and at a reagsonable price.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: Are you going to start
the factory with State assistance?

Hon, F. E, 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Time will teli, The member for Pin-
gelly (Mr. Hickmott) and the memher for
Bussex (Mr. Pickering) touched upon a very
vital point when they said that time was the
essence of the contract. They also said that
at present if a man does nothing he cannot
be made to do anything. There are many men
in the State who will sit back and allow others
to poison both rabbits and dingoes. Dingoes
also are a great pest, more especially in the
South-West. Such people allow others to bear
the heat and burden of the day. The Bill,
however, gives power to the Government to
come down on these people, who are not pre-
pared to do their (duty, and make them fall
into Iine. Tf the Bill only dees this it will
be doing a great thing to help in the destrue-
tion, not only of rabbits, but of dingoes. The
member for Williams-Narrogin ( Mr. Johnston)
also dealt with the point. The Government
are fully seized of the vital necessity for eom-
bating the pest.

Hon, P. Collier: Fvery member of it?

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Yes. They have issued instruc-
tions that rabhits are to be dealt
with on all abandoned farms hy the Apgri-
cultural Department. That surely does away
with a good many of the arguments of the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), who
claims that we are not prepared to do this.
The Government are not only prepared to do
it, hnt are doing it.

Hon. T. Walker: Not in my district. T know
it for a fact.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Honorary Min-
ister): So far as Crown lands are con-
eerned-—-

Hon, T. Walker: On Crown lands and aban-
doned areas.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): At present the Government are dealing
with breeding grounds on Crown lands. As soon
as a report reaches the office, that rabbits have
been seen and breeding grounds are likely to be
established, men are sent out to the locality,
irrespective of the cost. We know that by get-
ting there in time and combating the pest as
soon as it makes its appearance, and spending
a few pounds withont delay, it will mean the
saving of thousands of pounds later on.

Hon. T. Walker: Will you send men to
Trayning next week?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
igter): Already complimentary letters have
been received upon the work of the department
during the last two or three months. T did not
bring them with me to-day, because I did not
expect that there would he the slightest hesi-
tation on the part of members to fall in with
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the terms of the motion. I thought the House:
would be only too anxious to get the Bill
through so that they could deal with the pest.
We are doing now what we can, but when the-
Bill becomes law it will enable ns to do in a.
legal mzoner what we are doing now in the-
hope that the Bill will go through. Anything:
that ean be added to the Bill that will improve
it and be of henefit to the State as a whole I
am sure will be approved of by members.

Mr. Lambert: What about Crown Lands?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I have already dealt with these. A
large amount of money has already been spent,
something like £20,000. If the work is to cost
£40,000 next year, hon. members may be quite-
sure that it will be spent. We know what a.
grave risk the country is running to-day
through the alarming progress made by the
pest. Unfortunately, there are many farmers
who will not do what they can to protect them-
selves, but the Bill will bring them into line
with others. [ think we are only beating the
wind to argue the question any further,

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . .. .. -
Noes .. .. .- .. @
Majority for .. .. 26
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mullany
Mr. Browa Mr, Munsie
Mr. Davies Mr. Nairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Plckering
Mr, Duff Mr. Pilkiogton
Mr. bMoney Mr, R. T. Robinson
M1, Foley Mr. Rocke
Mr, Green Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Troy
Mr. Hudson - Mr. Inderwood
Mr. Jobnston Mre, Veryard
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Leiroy Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lutey Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.}
Me. Milchell
Nors.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Waller
Mr. Colller Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Holman {Teller.y
Mr Jones

Question thus passed.

RETURN—LEAD ORE FROM NORTH-
AMPTON DISTRICT.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [5.26]: I move—

That a return be Iaidl upon the Table of
the Tlouse showing—1, The total tonnage
and value of lead ore railed from the Nor-
thampton mining distriet for the period of
six months ended 3ist July, 1918—(a} by
the Fremantle Trading Company's opera-
tions, (b) by the operation of others than
deseribed in (n). 2, The total tonnage amd
value of ore treated at the Ravensthorpe
amelter for the same period.
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I purposely refrained from——

The Minister for Mines: I have mo objee-
tion to the motion.

Mr, MALEY: 1 anticipated that, but I
purposely refrained from referring to this
subject on the Address-in-reply because L had
given notice of this motion, and desired to ex-
press my reasons for wanting this return. Un-
fortunately for me the member for Kalgoorlie
{Mr. Green) hus already cut some of the
ground from beneath my feet. I should have
thought that an old and experienced parlia-
mentarian, such as he js, would have had a
little more consideration for a younger mem-
ber in that respect. At the same time { am
glad to have his assistance in bringing this
lead mining industry into prominence. My
desire is to give publicity to the great handi-
caps imposed upon those engaged in develop-
ing one of the most jmportant industries of
the State, and to point oW the curse of ceu-
tralisation and to deal with the necessity for
the establishmeut of a State smelter at Ger-
aldion. One of the principal difficulties, from
which the develapment of lead mining suffers
to-day in the Nerthampton area, is in regard
to what is known as the old Imperial free-
hold grants. On the question of mining on
private property, Section 117 of the Mining
Act of 1904 says—

Giold, silver and other precions metals on

or helow the surface of all land in Western

Australia, whether alienated or not alienated

from the Crown, and if alienated whensoever

alienated, are the property of the Crown.
Huhsection 2 says—

All other minerals on or below the surface

of any land in Western Australia which was

not alienated in feec simple from the Crown

before the 1st day of January, 1899, are

the property of the Crown.
I have hefore me a report on the Northampton
mineral fields by the State Mining Engineer
{Mr. Montgomery), issued under the authority
of the Hon, W. Gregory, M.L.A,, Minister for
Mives, on the 3rd Mareh, 1908, T make no
apology for quoting extracts from this report,
becauwse after a long search the only copy I
ean find in existenee is that which T have bor-
rowed from the State Mining Engineer him-
gelf. Tt poiuts ont in admirable fashion the
diffiecuities of mining on private land, and the
difficulties of prospeetors in the district. T
think the report ig well worthy of being per-
petuated, and T offer no apology to the Colonial
Treasurer, who is always complaining about
baving to pay an extra 11s. a page for ‘‘Han-
sard.”! Tt is my desire, therefore, to have this
emhodied in ‘‘TTansard’’ in order to bring the
matter up to date. Tt is a very interesting
report indecd, and points out the diffieul-
ties——

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that report deal with
the ores treated at Fremantle?

Mr. MALEY: The ores that have been
raised to be sent to Fremantle,

Mr. SPEARKER: Does the hon. member’s
motion deal with ores treated at Fremantle
during the last six months, and by other trad-
ing concerns?

Mr. MALEY: Most decidedly. Tt deals with
the very genesis of the ore raising. Tt says—
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Most of the mines of this district which
have been at all exteusively worked are on
freehold land, mostly alienated Lletfore 1st
January, 1809, and are, therefore, not open
for miuning purposes except by arrangement
with the owners ¢r under the conditions
imposed by Part VL. of the Mining Act,
1904, In the case of lands alienated be.ore
lst Janvary, 1899, these conditions require
the would-be miner to petition the Minister
to have the lands brought under the opera-
tion of Part VI, of the Act, and they then
have to be examined and reported vpon by a
Government officer as to their having reason-
able probability of contuining minerals,
after which the Government wmay give not
less than six months’ notive to the owner
that the land shall be under the eperation
of the Act. The owner has then a first right
to take up sueh mining leases as he vhooses
on the land, subject to the ordinary mining
regulations as to areas of leases and the
vsual obligations of mining lessees on (rown
lands as to working them, but not subject
to payment of any rent ov rvoyalty, Should
he fail to work the leases they may lie for-
feited, and the land thrown onen to other
applieants. Such forfeited leases and such
parts of the lands brought wnder the Aet
as are not taken up by the owner are then
open for mining on the same terms as any
other of the private lands to which the Act
applies. The person desiring to mine upon
any of these must obtain a permit from the
warden to enter and prospect upon the land,
and he may be required, beforc deing so, to
deposit & sum of monrey to cover possible
damage his operations may cause to the land
owner; he must arrange, before any mining
is done, the amount of compensation te be
paid to the owner, and obtain such way-
leaves and other rights through intermediate
lands as will engble him to mine uvon the
lands applied for; he must obtain a mining
lengse or claim from the Crown, and he is
also liable to certain restrictions with ve-
speet to mining within 100 feet of the
natural surface, use of water and timber on
the surface, and protection of the mining
tenement from the land-owner’s stock.

Mr. SPEARTR: T do not think the hon.
member is auite in order in dealing with the
many operations on private lands. The motion
reads as follows:—

That a return be laid upon the Tahle of
the House showing—(1) The total tonnagze
and value of lead ore railed from the North-
ampton mining Aistrict for the period of
gix months ended 11st July, 1M185—(a) by
the Fremantle Trading Company's apera-
tions. (h) hv the oncration of others than
deseribed in (aY. 2) The total tonnaye and
value of ore treated at the Ravensthorpe
smelter for the same period.

TInier that motion the member can omly deal
with the amount of ore railed and treated, and
not the question of raising ore and the general
prineiples of mining on private property.

Mr. MATRY: Tf these recommendations
were given effect to——

Mr. SPEAKFR: The hon. member should
have made that nrovision in his metion. T
eannot allow the hon. member to proceed fur-
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ther on those lines. 'the hou. mewber is quite
in erder i givig reasons wihy tHe Siimister
shoutd lay this inie.maaoun on the Table of
tue tlouse #s far as (he treatmest of ovre at
the places mentioned is con.erned,

Mr, MALEY: 1t mentioned in my opening
remarks that [ wanted this return in conse-
quence of the great aandicap iwposed ou gne
o1 the most important

Jr, SPEAKER: The lionw, member shoukl
have thought ot that when tabling his motion,
so tuat it would have given him ample oppor-
tunity of dealing with the matter.

My, MALEY: My third reason was the
basis of comparison in the estahiishment of
smelters at Gerakiton. The wmmount of ore
raised would mot have heen 10,000 tons but
OO0 tons.

Mr. SPEAKER: Tle hon. member’s motion
toes not speak of a smelter at Geraldton, The
hou. member would be in order in pointing out
what could have been saved if there had been
a smelter at Geraldton.

Mr, MALEY: [ submit, of course, to your
ruling, Mr. Speaker, but the matter is of im-
portance amd 1 thonght | should be allowed
to give the information up to date.

Point o  Orier.

Hor. P. Collier: On a point of order. [
think the House is anxious to allow the met-
ber cvery latitude consistent with the Standing
Orders. Whilst T think it would not be dis-
puted that to argue that mining on private
property is outside the scope of the motion,
T think the member would be quite within his
rights in arpuing that there is neel of the
erection of a wmelter in the (ieralilton listriet,
The point which the hon. member desires to
make, T unnderstand, if he ean show by the ton-
nage——

Mr, Speaker: What is the hon. member’s
point of order?

Hon. P. Collier: That the hon. member is in
order in referring to the need for the erection
of smelters in the Geraldton district.

The Miuister for AMines: Does not the hon.
member think the motion might go as it is?

Hon. P, Collier: T rise to a point of order.
The hon. member is in order in referring to
the question of the erection of amelters in the
Geraldton district,

Mr, Speaker: Tn answer to the member for
Boulder, however unecessary the argument
raised in conneetion with the erection of a
smelter at Geraldton may appear, it does not
come under the motion. I am bound to eon-
duet the business of the Honse under the
Standing Orders and aecording to precedent,
and there is no word in the motion as to the
erection of smelters at Geraldton and no men-
tion of mining on private property. The lan-
guage of the motian is perfectly elear. Tt
deals with the amount of ore crushed over a
given period, and the hon. member desires
certain information. Tf the hon. member de-
sired to urge the necessity of the erertion of
a swmelter at Geraldton he should have men-
tioned it, Tf T allow the hon. member to dias-
cuss this matter in the monner he desires T
eannot prevent other members, in renlying, from
also referring to these matters
memher to keep to his motion.

T desire the .
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Mr, Holimun: This is g very important matter
and [ take it this way. Tuoe hou. member de-
sires to know the total tonnage of leadl ote
raised in the Northampton wining distrivt dur-
ing the gix monthg——

AMr. Speaker: What is the point of order?

Mr. Holtnan: That the hon. member be
allowed to debate how much ore has been railed -
to Fremantle.

Mr. Bpeaker: 1 have already ruled on that
point. Does the hon, member dissent from
my ruling?

AMr. Holmtan: The hon, tmember desires to
point out that when ore is railed to IFremantle
that ore has to be picked over so that it may
be of a higher grade.

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon, member resume
his seat. [ desire to point out cleariy that [
do not know what way be in the hon. member's
mind; 1 can only accept the language of the
motion, and under our Stamding Orders that
only can be discussed. [f the member desires
to deal with other matters he wnst take some
other opportunity. The hon. member for
Greenough may proceed.

Mr., Maley: Shall [ be in order in discuss-
ing any of the wines in the Northampton dis-
frict?

Mr. Speaker: Those mines that have railed
ore, the hon. member will he in order in dis-
eussing,

Debate resumed.

Me, MALEY: The next difficulty that pre-
gents itself ia thiz: the miners in the distriet
are suffering in regard to carting ore from
Geralline to Ajana. The listance from the
mines to Ajana siding, at the railhead, ia
about nine miles, and [ previously asked in
the House a question as to whether the Gov-
ernment would put in hand immediately a
preliminary survey of the line from the mines
to Ajana—only nine miles—to save the cost
of cartage which amounts to 18s. te £1 a ton
Amongst the mines being developed in the
district at the present time is one owned by
Messrs. Green and Morton, and although these
peorle have beem under litigation for some
time, they have forwarded te the TFremantle
smelting works to date ne leas than 1,500 tons
of lead ore. T have seen the ore leaving for
the railhead, being pulled by 14 horses, and
the wagon, with only seven tons of ore on it,
was bogged up to the axles. The Surprise
mine is producing 20 tous of ore a day, and
in the course of a few months they will be
raising over 30 tons. The member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr, Gireen) last week, in describing
this private mine, gave a good deal of informa-
tion which T have in my possession. Above
the 30 foot level there is blocked out and in
sight at present 20,000 tons of lead ore which
gives somewhere ahout 60 to 70 per cent. of
lead.

Mr. Holman: Ta it payable ore?

Mr, MALEY: Extremely payable. Below
the 30-foot level three winzes are being put
down to conneet with a drive going north and
south at the 70-foot level; and when that 70-
foot level has been opened up, the mine will
have actually in sight fully 50,000 tons of ore.
Tt is imnnsgible for prospectors to mine on the
same terms ag. eqnpanies, which sink their
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‘shafts and are able to Jook well ahead. Pros-
pectors are compelled to live from hand to
"mouth. Messrs, Gallagher and Phillips are
working on tribute on the old Geraldine mine,
they bave forwarded no less than 245 tons of
ore, and are sewding ten tons per week. The
Three Sisters mine, which is in the Gascoyne
constituency, and owned hy William Hughes
am] party, has sent ten tons away, and the
lode is big and a large weekly output shortly
jg assurgd, Meehan's mine is developing on
good ore, and has sent away 30 tons. Jensen's
a new show, hag about five tons at the aur-
face. Kissabh'’s, another new rhow, is raising
ore and will be sending away ten tons shortly.
The Wheal Lily, owned by A. Cheriton, and
just takem up, has a good past record. Ken-

nedy’s, known as the f‘mew Mt Lyell,”’ a

copper diseovery, is sending away seven tons
of ore. The South Geraldine mine, under the
management of Mr. C. M, Harrig of Perth, is
heing opened up on behalf of English inves-
tors. At the Via May mine Messrs, Meyer and
Co. have installed an engine and a pump, aml
have sent away ten tons. They intend to for-
ward 13 to 20 tons per week shortly. The
Wheal May, an oll mine, recently opened up
by Messrs, James Thring & Co., is on good
ore. The Mary Spring mine is another old
mine just being rcopened by Messrs. Gallagher
and Miller. The answer to certain questions 1
asked regarding a railway to Geraldine was
that the Esperance railway must take prece-
dence in all foture railway construetion in this
State. Put the developments T have described
warrant a railway, and that fact should be
taken into eonsideration in conneetion with
the short line of railway rvequired by those
wealth-producing mines. The nlines whieh T
have mentioned are those being worked in the
Geraldine aren, approximately 30 miles north
of Northamjpton. Coming now to Northamp-
ton, the Fremantle Trading Co. have the Bad-
dera and the Wheal Ellen. Thring and Dwyer
have the Kirton mine. The Nooka is being
worked by a local syndicate. The Wheal of
Fortone North is being worked by a company
recently floated here and in Sydney, with a
capital of £35,000. Further south again, ap-
proximately 13 miles south of Northamptor,
is the Narra Tarra mine, belonging to the Fre-
mantle Trading Co. There is also a new show,
owned by Lauder and party, who are sending
away ore. Still further sonth, Maynard and
Saunders have another proposition. These
mines, therefore, extend over a length of about
80 miles. Now I eome closer to the terms of
the motion as regards the smelting works.

Mr. SPEAKER: I was waiting for the hon.
memhber to come to the smelters.

Mr. MALEY: Another factor operating
against the industry is the charge made by the
Fremantle amelters. I have heard the smelt-
ing company deseribed on the platform by my
friend the member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones}
as a eapitalistic combine, without a body to be
kivked or a soul to be damned. T think the
hon. member was surprised the other day to
learn that the ecapitalistic organisation which
he so drastieally deseribed has had a contin-
uous struggle, and has only been kept going
hy the action of the leader of the Opposition,
when Minister for Mines, in guaranteeing the
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company’s hank overdraft. lustead of being
a bloated capitalistic organisation, the com-
pany serves to keep in employment at least
250 men.

Mr. Jones: And the company is making a
profit out of every one of them,

Mr. MALEY: The ecompany cannot be
making teo. much profit, sinee the overdraft,
which at the time it was guaranteed by the
leader of the Opposition when holding the
Mines pertfolio, stood at £18,000,to-lay stands
at £8,000. In conjunction with the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Willeock) and the Minigter for
Mines, T had the pleasure of making an in-
spection of the Fremantle smelters. The mem-
her for Kalpoorlie (Mr. Green) the other day
threw out a nasty insinnation, for which T
think he is sorry, and to whieh I therefore will
not further refer. Those of vs who inspected
the smelters came to the conclusion that the
Fremantle Trading Co. were giving the pros-
peetors a very fair deal indeed as regards re-
¢eiving, weighing, sampling, and fssaying ore.
T think the member for Geraldton is preparedl
to admit as much,

Mr. Willegek: We did not see any assaving.

Mr. MALEY: I referred to the ordinary
method of receiving the ore. The Fremantle
smelters are not sufficiently modern for the in-
dustry.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
disenas the eapaeity of the Fremantle smelting
works under this motion. He cau only discuss
the ore that is being treated by those smelters,
and whether they are not aceomplishing what
the hon. member says is necessary.

Mr. MALEY: I was leading up to the
charges made for smelting. Woull 1 be in
order in Qdiscussing the charges?

Mr. SPEAKER: XNot under this motion.
The wmotion merely asks for information.
When the hon. member gets that information,
he ean deal with the suhbject further.

Mr. MALEY: In the eircumstances, all the
matter | have prepared is praetically wasted
for the present; and at this stage T must con-
tent myself with moving the motion.

Mr. WILLCOCK. (Geraldton) [5.56]: I sup-
port the motion for one reason. It seems that
there is a possibility of increasing the pro-
duction of the field, and the information asked
for by this motion is required in order that we
may be able to discuss how mueh ore has
been treated during the six montha under re-
view, and how much during the preceding aix
months, As the Minister for Mines has given
an assurance that he will not oppose the
motion, it is hardly necessary to labonr the
question at this stage. Considerably more
ore would have been produced by the field
during the past six months had a different
policy been pursned in the matter of smelting
in the distriet, bad 2 smelter heen erected at
Geraldton six or eight months ago.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member ean-
not under this motion discuss the necessity
for n smelter at Geraldton.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The wording of the mo-
tion does not afford mueh scope for disens-
sion. When the figures asked for by the
motion are .available, it.may he possible to
deal with the matter on the Mines Estimates,
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and to snggest some practical method of meet-
ing the requirements of the field.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS—REPATRTATION OF SOLDIERS
AND SAILORS,
Hon. JJ. MITCHELL (Northam) [5.58]: I
move—
That all papers in connection with the
repatrintion of soldiers and sa‘lors be laid
upon the Table of the Howure.
1 wish it to be clearly understood that what I
ask for is the papers connected with the general
scheme, as distinet from individual files. T
want all the papers dealing with the matter of
policy.

Mr, SPEAKER: That being so, it may be
well for the hon. member to amend his motion,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Government
regaridl the motion as covering inlividual
papers, then there is reason for amenidinent.
I do not wish to labour the question of re-
patriation, which has so recently been fully
discnssed, and which will, T hope, avain be
fully discussed on the Repatriation Bill. The
several Governments representing the several
parties of this House have dealt with the
matter of repatriation, and It has been ecns-
tomary for the papers connected wtih it to
be presented. The discussion of repatriation
with the Federal Governmeat, and the nego-
tiations with the Federal Government in this
connection, started when Mr. Seaddan was
Promier and Mr, Johnson was Minister for
Agriculture.  The papers dealing with that
phase of the subject ought to be available to
bon. members. When the matter was dealt
with by the Wilson Administration so far as
negotiations went with the IFederal Gorvern-
ment and afterwards it was passed on to the
present Administration. Hon. members will
insist that the House should have a perfeet
understanding of evervthing that has been
done, Tt is important that the work which
has been undertaken should be continued hy
suevessive Administrations, and it is important
we should know what it i proposed to do. We
can only have that knowledge by being sup-
plied with the fullest possible information
and that can only come from a perusal of the
files. The present Government laid the papers
dealing with repatriation on the Table of the
House last session, and these sphowed what
the proposals and the varions schemes were.
It would be well if the Premier indicated that
this conrse would be followed at the beginning
of pach session, and that would save the mov-
ing of a motion. Hon. members should realise
in connection with repatriation that the best
we ean do for the returned men is the least
that wa should do. I am very anxious that the
returned soldiers shall be fairly treated and
T feel therefore that T am justified in adopting
the course of moving for the papera. T want
it to be understood by all concerned, by the
goldiers themselves, and alse the dependents
of soldiers, that there will be no going back
on any promise that has been made and that
suceeeding Governments will honour the de-
cisions arrived at by their predeesssors. OfFf
course the proposals may be enlarged or made
more liberal and more helpful, but they should
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never be refused. Tt would be wise also for-

‘the Government to table these papers annually

80 that there should be no want of knowledge-
against hon, members. If Parliament is not
informed of what is going on, hon. members
will be justified in objeecting,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member’s motion
asks that all papers in connection with the re-
pariation of all returned soldiers and sailors
be laid on the Table of the House, [ take it
that means all the papers up to date. The
hon, member therefere cannot discuss anything
that may be done in the future,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T realise that I can-
not ask for papers that do not exist, but hon,
membera should be informed of what is hap-
pering from time to time, I ask now to be
allowed to see the papers disclosing all that
has happened in connection with this import-
ant matter, We heard from the Minister for
Works that he did not know what was proposed
by the Wilson Administration and appar-
ently he’ does not know what is being proposed
now.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is not in
order in discussing what is being propesedl.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T think T am in order
in pointing out the reasons why these papers
should be laid upon the Table,

Mr. Mullany: TIs your proposal that all the
papers should be sent here as they come in?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It would be a good
idea if that could be done,

Mr. Mullany: Wky not bring the whola
office up here?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T only want the papers
dealing with repatriation generally.

Hon. P. Collier: There will be very few.

Hop, J. MITCHELL: If hon. members will
keep a watehful eye on the Administration it
will be a good thing.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Would you like the papers sent to the
Houge before they go to the office?’

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know what
the hon. member means.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can con-
fine his remarks to giving reasons for asking
that the papers shall be laid on the Table.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: T have endeavoured
to give reasoms. Every member should be in-
formed of all that is happening in connection
with repatriation. I-realise it is inconvenient
for papers to be kept out of the office for any
length of time, but it would simplify the mat-
ter if the Government had copies made of the
papers and presented them to Parliament. We
are taking a big responsibility in connection
with this matter, and we have a perfect right
to see what is happening. I am not moving
the motion in any captious spirit, but with an
honest desire to get information in order that
hon. members may know what is heing done,
and so that they may raise objections if neces-
gary or perhaps offer suggestions if they desire
to do so. It is mot my desire in mny way to
embarrags the Government; therefore T hope
the Premier will agree to the motion.

Sitting suspended from 6.10 ta 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [7.30]: The hon. member for Northam
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has moved that all papers in counection with
the repatriation of soldiers and sailors be laid
on the Table. It is well to repeat the
motion, so0 as to remind hon. members of
its meaning. 1 am at all times ready to
please the hon. member for Northam; there is
noe one whom 1 should be more pleased to
gratify. But it is impossible for me to grant
his request without affeeting the interests of
the returned men themselves, and even though
I may desire to gratify the hon. member’s
wishes, it must be admitted that the interests
of the returned soldiers are of more importance
than the wishes of the hon. member. The hon,
member has asked for all papers in connee-
tion with repatriation; not for any specifie
paper or papers, but for every paper dealing
with the subject. Most certainly it would not
be in the interests of the returned men to iay
all those papers on the Table. 1In the first
place the Table would not held all the papers,
for it wounld require a wagon to bring them
up to the House. Again, the papers are in
daily use, not by one department, but by several
departments interested in the matter. We
have papers in conmection with the reserva-
tion of leaseholds in the Kimberley distriet,
papers in connection with pearling reservations
in Shark Bay, papers in conneetion with several
other reservations, and papers in c¢onnection
with mining. We have been assisting returned
soldiers in pastoral efforts, in viticulture, in
all lines of agriculture, and in many other
directions, and c¢onsequently there is a large
number of papers dealing with the general
subject. It would not be in the interests of
the returned soldiers to bring all these papers
here, T am sure the hon. member does not
desire to hamper the work of the departments,
It would he disastrous to the department if
all this material were removed from the use
of the many departmental officers engaged in
this work. Moreover, if all the papers were
1aid on the Table they would become the pro-
perty of the House, and could not he removed
withont your authority, Sir. Tf the depart-
mental officers required to go through any of
those papers, they would have to come here
to peruse them, or alternatively they would
require to get an order from you, Sir, for the
removal of specific papers, in which case you
wounld inform them that the papers would have
fo he returned here within a given time. Thn-
douhtedly it wonld hamper the work of the
department tremendously if all those papers
were to be laid on the Table. T am desirous of
giving the House all possible information. We
are doing much in regard to repatriation
alreadv. and will do a great deal more when
the Bill that has been prepared is placed
before hon. members. That Bill will shortly
be brought down, and I shall then have an
opportunity for sunbmitting to the House all
necessary particulars, for giving members all
the information they can desire. In the ecir-
cumstances T trust the hon. member will not
press his motion, knowing as he does that the
Bill ia to come before the House almost imme-
diately, and knowing that we have been dis-
cussing this anestion for a considerable time
already and shall have a further opnortunity
of discussing it in the near future. The hon.
member has said that he has no desire to em-
harrass the Government. T bhelieve the hon.
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member. Bot if the motion is carried it will
mean the embarrassment of the returned sol-
diers, The correspondence that we have in
regard to many matters in eonncetion with
repatriation is huge, and the departwent will
be considerably hampered if the motion is
earried. For that reason [ ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw his motion. IF the hon. mem-
ber will indieate any specific papers which he
would like to see and which are not daily
required in the department, those papers shall
be placed on the Table. When we are desirous
of getting on with our work of repatriation
it is important that all the documents in con-
nection with the matter should remain in the
department. 1 do net desire to conceal any-
thing from the House.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That i3 not suggested.

The PREMIER: When hon. members degire
information it is my duty to furnish it, unless
indeed it is not in the interests of the country
that T shonld «do so. That question is for the
Government to decide. There are cases in
which it would be against the interests of the
country to divilge certain information at some
particular stage of the negotiations.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Is that so in this case?

The PREMIER: No, I am referring to the
general question of giving inforination to the
House. Tt would be detrimental to the inter-
ests of the returned soldiers if all the im-
portant papers dealing with the many-sided
quegtion of repatriation were to be brought
here and placed on the Table. XNow that the
hon, member has had an opportunity of dis-
cussing the question I ask him to withdraw the
motion. T think the House will agree that it
would not be in the interests of the retnrned
soldiers to take the whole of the papers out
of the department and lay them on the Table.
All poseible information will be given on the
second reading of the Repatriation Bill.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [7.43]: T agree
with the Premier that it wonld he impossible
to sunply individnal papers where applications
have heen made for assistance under the Re:
patriation Scheme, or where applications are
under consideration. Stil}, it would help the
House very much in eonsidering the Bill which
is to be introduced if certain papers were laid
on the Table. From those papers members
wounld get information which would enable
them to give proper attention to the work of
repatriation, and in particolar would assisi
them very much in snitably monlding the Bill
Certain sechemes have been under considera:
tion, and, T understand, have heen adopted. 1
am not satisfied with what T have heard re
garding the amount provided by the Federa
Government. I have said time after time thal
the State should turn down the proposition of
the Federal Government, which only provide:
that the sum of £500 be lent to the States t«
']be A)asseﬁ on to the soldiers who settle on the
and.

The Premier: The House already is in pos
session of that information.

Mr. TROY: T think that will be a most un
worthy and inadequate provision for our sel
diers to go upon the land. T want the Govern
ment to urge upon the Federal authorities thy
necessity of nmow making adequate provision
Onee a soldier is repatriated within the State
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and once the State Government have taken on
the responsibility, the Federal Government will
accept no further responsibility themselves,
gnd all the elamouring on the part of the sol-
dier and any discontent which may arise will
falf upon the Parliament of this State. The
Federal Government are notorious fer evading
their responsibilities, They have already im-
vaded every source of revenue enjoyed by the
States, and forther Federal taxation is fore-
shadowed, whieh will mean that very little will
be left for the States. Before the Bill comes
into operation I want to know what has tran-
spired between the Federal amd State Govern-
ments, and how far the Federal Government
have been urged to provide more adeguate
means than are being provided at present.
Now is the time to make provision in this
direction, and now is the time when this State,
faced as it is with hard times in the future.
shoulil compel the Federal Goverament to put
asidle and grant to us such a sum of money as
will enable any person repatriated to make
good, It will not be a fair thing for this
counntry if auny agreement is entered into with
the Federal Government which is not adequate
to deal with the sitwation. 1t would not he a
fair thing for this covntry, if the State Gov-
ernment are now endeavouring to get a tem-
porary loan, or temporary relief, to ae-
cept from the Federal Government an amount
which will earry the soldier on for a year or
two and then throw him upon the State, which
is already sufficiently burdened with its pre-
sent responsibilities.

Resolved :

Mr. Harrison: Do you suggest that only
the papers dealing with the Federal question
be 1aid on the Table?

Mr. TROY: T have an amendment to move
later. Upon getting the information that I
think it desirable should be supplied, T will
know how to aet when the Bill comes before
the House. Without this kuowledge no mem-
ber can intelligently deal with a Bill, which
means so much to the future of the State. T
hope the Premier will accept my amemilment.
T want to sce these papers, not from a desire
to embarrass the Government—I do not think
anyone would be justified in embarrassing the
(lovernment on a question of this character,
which is the common responsibility of mem-
hers of this House—but in order to be able to
intelligently consider the Bill when it comes
hefore us. I am going to be very careful about
making this question of repatriation anything
but a subject for which the whole of Parlia-
ment and this country will be respomsible. It
would be a dangerous thing to make this mat-
ter the plaything of polities. It means too
much to the State, and too much to the men
who are bearing the heat and burden of the
day, and will he returning to us in the future.
I want, as far as possible, to proteet the future
of this country. I have no faith in the Federal
Government, and have no oeccasion to bave
faith in them. T know that they will impov-
erish this country if they can. When the sol-
dier-settler has spent the few hundred pounds
which they are prepared to loan, a sum which
will go nowhere on the land, they will then

that motions be continuned,
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throw the whole of the responsibility of the
business upon. this country, which is not in a
position to stand it. The Government which
should be responsible for the whole question of
repatriation, and whose duty it is to make the
greatest. possible provision in this direetion, is
the Federal Government. We are, relatively
speaking, too poor in this country to make
adequate provision. We have great difficulties
ahead of us, and a Leavy burden to carry, We
ought to insist that the Federal Government
take an adequate amount of responsibility,
and if we say in this Parliament that we
will wot take the responsibility unless an
adequate provision is made, they must then
fall in with our views, We want all the
papers, in order that when the Bill is brought
before us we ean make it as perfect as we
¢an. 1 move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘in connection with’' be
struck out, and ‘‘dealing with the various
schemes adopted and the correspondence and
agreement with the Federal Government '’
inserted in lieu.

Mr. ROCKE (Sonth Fremantle) [7.52): I
second the amendment.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) |7.53]: 1 sup-
port the amendment. It touches upon a phase
of the question which has not hitherto been
dealt with in this Chamber. It is a very im-
portant phase. This struck me the more
foreibly when listening to the arguments ad-
vanced by the member for Mt Magnet (Mr.
'I:roy). The question of finaneing the repatria-
tion scheme will be one of great moment and
eoncern to this State, confronted as it is with
an increasing deficit and a falling revenue.
1t, therefore, behoves us to see that we get
the utmost possible assistance from the Federal
Government. All the papers which are com-
prehended in the amendment should easily be
made available to the House; and as hon.
members, when considering the Bill that is
to come before them, will require to be fully
seized of the facts and the relationship between
the State and Federal Government in the mat-
ter, I do not think the Government ¢an well
refuse this moderate request.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B, Lefroy—
Moore—on amendment) [7.57]: I have no
objection to the amendment, although I thought
that all the information was known to every-
one. It has been published throughount the
length and breadth of Australia. This is not
the only State dealing with the Federal Gov-
ernment upen this question, Al the six States
of Australin are dealing with the Federal
Government, or rather the Federal Govern-
ment are dealing with them, and the treatment,
whatsoever it may be, is the same in all the
States. I thought the matter had been so well
thrashed out and so frequently dealt with in
the varipus Parliaments of Australia that hon.
members already knew all about it. We have
nothing to concenl, and I have no objection
to the amendment. Tt will certainly mean
bringing up all the papers on the question
from the Repatriation Department. T should
like the mover of the amendmeut to insert
the words ‘‘on the land.”’

Mr. Troy: I will agree to that.



[18 SepTEMBER, 1918.]

' ThHe PREMIER: We have had a parley in
connection with other matters but have never
had any financial arrangement.

Mr. Troy: The Federal Government are re-
gpongible for all the others.

The PREMTER: Entirely. I am prepared
to accept the amendment and am only too
pleased to give the House all the information
we have on the question.

Hon. J, MITCHELL (Northam—in reply)
[8.0]: I assure the Premier that I have no
wish whatever to embarrass him, T consider
it important that the papers bearing on the
general scheme as it affects the land shonld
be laid on the Table. It is not because I enter-
tain any suspiecion whatever that I ask for
the papers, but berause I honestly think the
House ought to know what has happened and
what is happening. Tf the amendment means
having anything to do with the soldiers indi-
vidually

The Premier: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am glad to have that
assurance.

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended, agreed to.

AMOTION — HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
CLAREMONT. To ingquire by Royal Commis-
SLOT.

Mr, TONES (Fremantle) [8.4]: T move—

That in the opinion of this House a Royal

(‘ommission should be appointed to inguire

into affairs concerning the Hospital for the

Insane, Claremont, in general, and the death

of Francis Aundinaeb in that institution on

the 29th June last, in partieular,
In any remarks I ghall make T have no desire
whatever to attack or to harass the

Government. Many questions can he
considered party questions, but this is
not ome of those. All men with

humanitarian views are bound to unite wpon
the question of the proper care and freatment
of those of our brethren who are mentally
afflieted. During recent montha considerable
publicity has been given to affairs at the hos-
pital for the insane. In all quarters of the
State, and particularly in the metropolitan
area, public attention has been dirceted to
those affairs by the Andinach and other cases.
T hope it will be agreed that the time has
arrived when for the benefit of the public in
general and of the unfortunate patients in
particular some inquiry should be held into
the conduet of the institution, Evervone will
acknowledgre that a great deal of ineconveni-
ence is cansed at present by the overcrowded
state of the institution, by the fact that the
hospital is now accommodating 400 or 500
patients in excess of its holding capacity. But
T think all reasonable people will agree that if
things are well with the hoapital an inquiry
will do no harm. If on the other hand things
are bad, if even one grievance exists, then
this motion is fully justified. A few days ago
the Press published a long report whieh haid
been gathered by a deputation who had first
vigited the hospital for the insane, and had
then waited upon the Colonial Secretary for
the purpose of ventilating grievances which
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they sail they had discovered. I shall not
deal with that report in complete detail, be-
canse I understand that some of the cases
quoted date so far back as to carry very little
weight in the discussion of this motion, un-
less, perhaps, it should be congidered that
what happened even in years long gone by,
when the hospital was much less erowdel
than it is to-day, may possibly, and more than
possibly, happen now, having regard to the
avercrowded state of the imstitution. The
first matter dealt with by the deputation in
their report was the hospital ward.  Hon,
members, and there are many of them here,
who have visited the asylum, must agree that
conditions obtain there which would not be
tolerated by the health inspectors in any com-
mon lodging house, The beds in which were
to slecp men who are deranged, who are liable
to break out seriounsly at any moment, are
separated from each other only by distances
of six inches. This fact constitutes a danger
to the patient and the attendants, I believe
the hospital ward containg 50 beds; and there
is only one attendant in charge of it during
the night. Oceasionally as many as 20 or even
30 bed patients are toebe found in that hos-
pital ward, all of them in various stages of
insanity, and many of them in that stage
which may require frequent changing by the
one attendant in charge. Other patients may
be in such a state of health that they need
dressing repeatedly during the night by that
same one attendant. It is guite possible that
amongst the number there may be suicidal
cases, cages under all forms of restraint,
patients who have attempted, and are liable
again to attempt, to escape, and even cases
suffering from advanced stages of contagious
digease. On this last point, I Delieve, soms
denial has been issued; but T will quote one
case, although, unfortunately, T am not in a
position to afford such information as would
ennble the public to know exactly how many
cages of that nature are to be found in the
institution. The case I refer to is that of a
patient suffering from a very advanced stage
of cancer in the face, g0 that his mouth was
practically eaten away. I understand that
doring the past few weeks that patient has
died. His condition was such that ome at-
tendant, & returned soldier, resigned rather
than dress the wounds upon the face; some
of which had reached the stage of being ab-
solutely fly-blown, If one such case is known
to exist, there may be a dozen concerning
which I and other members are unable to ob-
tain information unless inquiry is instituted.
Unfortunately, the one aqttendant who has
charge of the hospital ward during the night is
not allowed to leave the ward during his hours
of duty, even to wash; and if he has te dress a
case such as that which T have mentioned it
is possible for him to earry dangerous germs
about with him during his hours of duty. Tn
the event of a death taking place, it is also
the duty of that one attendant to lay out the
body of the unfortunate patient. It seems to
me that while the one attendant in charge is
laying out the body of a deceased patient,
sereens being drawn aroung the bed, anything
might happen as regards all the rest of the
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patients. It is quite possible that they should
not merely injure each other, but that they

ghould attack, as in many cases they do at-
tack, and injure attendants éngaged in the

performance of these duties, It can-
not be asserted that the authorities
at the Thospital have not recognised

the necessity for placing two men in the hes-
pital ward. For, in spite of the regulations,
which do not allow a patient to be in charge of
other patients, there is one particular patient
named Hoyr who is placed on duty endeavour-
ing to assist the attendant in charge of the
hospital ward beds. I have already mentioned
that it is quite possible for the patients not
only to injure the attendant but also to injure
themselves. The report of the committee of
investigation mentions one particular instance—

On account of the overcrowded state of
the iustitution and the lack of sufficient
supervision and attendance, many inmates
and attendants have been seriously injured.
At present there are several patients in the
hospital suffering from injuries which would
not bave occurred ‘had a sufficient number
of attendants been on duty or had proper
provision been provided.

At present there are t§ my knowledge at least
two patients who are soffering from broken
ribs as the result of injuries inflicted upon
them in that hospital ward. The matters which
¢all for this inquiry are so numerous that T
fael T would weary the House if I went into
them at length. Take, for instance, the mat-
ter of the restraint of patients. The deputa-
tion tells us the forms of restraint which are
used on men who are considered dangerous,
and we are also told—

The methods adopted in the hospital for
placing patients under restraint and abso-
Jete, and should be abolished. When visit-
ing the hospital we saw men under restraint,
with their ankles tied with a piece of sheet-
ing. It 38 said that this sheeting has been
torn on sgeveral occasions by the violent
patients. Proper appliances should be pro-
vided for placing inmates under restraint.

So far as I can gather, that statement which
Las been made by cye witnesses has not been
denied, Men are placed under restraint by
obsolete methods, and those methods eall for
inquiry. Tt is also asserted that a further
ferm of restraint is the administering of a
noxious medicing known as ‘' Whitehouse’?
which will keep these unfortunate people do-
¢ile for the space of a week or ten days. The
dangerons work which attendants have to
do also calls for inquiry. Although many of
the allegations of the deputation have been
gtated to be of old date, I submit that it is
possible that there may he a recurrence of
what has taken place in the past. I might
quote one instance alone, and this was men-
tioned to the Colonial Seeretary. When Dr,
Anderson himself was doing his rounds of in-
spection one day he was attacked and his
head was ent open. This happened too, not-
withstanding that he had a body guard of
half a dozen attendants. Almost daily these
struggles and attacks take place, and it must
appeal to every reasonable man that in a
colony such ng we have at this institution, it is
possible that patients will be continually mak-
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ing attacks on one another and vpon the at-
tendants. 1 wish it to be understood that I
do not think we can reasonably and seriously
blame the attendants if some of the patients
are injured because we know that the institu-
tion is under-staffed. Let me refer for a
moment to the gang which goes out cutting
wood. There are eight patients, and no doubt
they are dangerous men, otherwise it would
be asked what they are doing in the Hospital
for the Insane? These men go out wood-cutting
armed with axes and other appliances neces-
sary for that work, and they are in the charge
of only two attendants. T would further sub-
mit that at the present time there is little or
uo mental treatment given to the patients in
the hospital, and practically no employment
is provided for them so that they may have
their minds ocenpied. The medieal treatment
of the patients is only enforced on aceount
of some physical illness, and it happens that
months will pass without patients being ex-
amined by the medical officer in charge. It has
been argued that owing to the State’s finan-
cial difficulty no more attendants ean be em-
ployed. 1 submit that that matter is one which
will come within the scope of the inquiry. I
eome now to the case which is responsible for
much of the prominence gained by the Hos-
pital for the Insane in recent months, the case
of Franeis Andinach, This man was a good
Australian ecitizen, though he was born in
Spain. He lived in Fremantle for 22 years,
and in that town rcared six good Australian
children. On aceouat of financia] trouble he
became temporarily mentally deranged and had
to he removed to the mental ward of the Perth
Public Hospital. This case has had so much
publicity that I do not feel justified in going
into details too far, but T would like to give
the testimony of Dr. Williams at the inquest,
which was held on 31st May. Dr. Williams
stated—

T held a post mortem examination on the
body of Franeis Andinach. He had two
black eyes, an abrasion and cut on the chin,
an shrasion about as big as a shilling on
the right elbow and extensive emphysema—
meaning he had air under his skin—on the
left side. On opening the body I found three
ribs fractured, on the left side, and the
lower part of one of the broken ribs had
perforated the lung. The skin over the lung
at the point where the rib had wounded it,
was healed, and the lung itself was solid as
a result of inflammation. I examined the
brain, and it showed a general venons con-
gestion, and there was an extravasation of
serous spinal fluid. The injuries to the eye
did not affect the hrain, nor did the wound
on the chin. The right lung was normal.
The cause of death was pneumonia which
had been set up hy the rib penetrating the
left lung. T take the injuries to the left
lung as being inflicted four or five days be-
fore he died, but it is difficult to say for
certain. Tt would require a eonsiderable
amount of force to fraeture the ribs.

The case of this unfortunate man is well
known to hon. members. The evidence of Dr.
Williams shows that death was eansed prim-
arily and mainly by the faet that the lungs
were perforated by a broken rib. In the in-
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terests of public safety it is necessary that an
inguiry should be held in order to find out
definitely who and what was responsible for
the death of Francis Andinach. If there were
no cage against the Hospital for the Insane, if
everything there was being done in the way
that even the strictest of vs would like to see,
the case of Andinaeh alone would call loudly
for imvestigation. I am not prepared to make
any allegations and I am not prepared to say
that any one man was responsible. We know
that attendants, after all, are human heings
and that any human being who is attacked by
a man violently deranged would feel ecalled
upon to defend himself. I do submit, hqw-
ever, and I think hon. members will agree with
me, that it should mot be left to one man to
deal with a violent lunatic as i3 at present
done in the mental ward of the Perth hog-
pital. We have asked that two attendants
shoull be placed there and it is alleged that
two attendants are there, but I desire to state
that two attendants are not there regularly,
and that at the present time if more patients
are in the mental ward than one man is able
to look after, it is possible for that attendant
to get a hospital orderly to assist him until
help can be sent from the Claremont Asylum.
But whilst the assistance from Claremont is
being obtained, Heaven knows what might
happen with the dangerous lunatic in charge
of only one man. Public safety demands that
we should have two attendants in charge at
the mental ward of the Perth hospital, and I
intend that the follest inquiry should be made
into that matter as well. I do not care what
form the inguiry may take, T desire that the
inquiry shall be held in the interests of public
safety and the welfare of the patients in the
Hospital for the Insane. I submit the motion
standing in my name.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.25]: Im
seconding the motion moved by the hon. mem-
ber, one of the main things which prompts me
to do so is a case which was brought under my
notice only a week or two ago. A young lady
in rather a responsible position in ome of the
departments of the State came to me to make
& complaint sbout an unfortunate sister of
hers at the Hospital for the Insane. That girl
lost her reason through getting milk fever
after the birth of her child and she has since
been detaimed at the institution. I have been
informed that clothing and fruit are taken to
the patient but that on the next visit the
clothing is found to be missing and raga sub-
gtituted. In making this statement I in no
sense desire to discourage the attendants or
those in charge of this worthy institution. I
am quite preapred to believe that the attend-
ants and professiomal men connected with it
are endeavouring to do the best possible under
trying cireumstances.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot helieve your in-
formant then if you believe that.

Mr. LAMBERT: I can hardly believe it,
but still X do not see that the young lady to
whom I have referred would have any reason
for telling me a wicked untruth in connection
with her sister, and while statements of that
kind are being made and a feeling of uneasi-
ness prevails, the Government would be well
advieed to agree to the motion moved by the
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member for Fremantle. I do not say that
what I have referred to calls altogether for
the appointment of a Royal Commission, but in
justice to the professional gentlemen connected
with that institution, an inquiry should be
held. T too have heard of the cases to which
the member for Fremantle has referred and on
these it is unnecessary to comment further. I
would like to see a Searching inquiry made
into the conduct of the institution, and that
conld be done without disparagement to the
officinls or without implying that they are
lacking in their duty. It is undoubtedly a
very tricky and difficult institution to deal
with, and if the Government have that insti-
tution understaffed, Parliament has a right to
know of it. I think the members of the Gov-
ernment must desire that if snch is the case if
ghould be known. I hope the Government will
reeept the motion. I am sure the member for
Fremantte (Mr., Jones) has no desire to imply
that the Gevernment are lacking in their duty,
and I think he is to be commended for having
moved the motion. If the Govermment will
have the necessary inquiry made, T am econ-
vineed that it will steady a good deal of the
public uneasiness felt in regard to the Clare-
mont Asylum. .

Hon. R. H, TUNDERWOOD (Hongrary
Minister—Pilbara) [8.31]: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes . - . .. 23
Noes .. .. .. .. 13
Majority for . .. 10
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr., Brown Mr, Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Pickering
Mr. Draper Mr. Plikington
Mr. Duff Mr. R, T. Robinaon
Me. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Georga Mr, Btubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr, Teeadala
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr. Letroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.)
Noss.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr, Collier Mr. Rocke
Mpr. Green Mr. ‘Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr Jones Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey (Deller.)

Motion thus passed.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS AMEND-
MENT, LIMITATION OF SPEECHES.
Mr, TEESDALE (Rochourne} [8.36]: I

move—

That in order to secure the despateh of
businese and the pood government of the
State the Standing Orders of this House
shonld be immediately amended in the direc-
tion of placing a time limit on the speeches
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delivered hy hon. members in the Hovse and

in Comniittee,

. That the tollowing be adopted as a Stand-

ing Order of the Mouse:—'* No member shall

speak fur more than thirty minutes at a

time in any debate iu the House, exvept in

the debate on the Address-in-reply, or in a

debate ou a wmotion of no-confilence, or in

moving the second reading of a Bill, or on
the debate on the Appropriation Bill, or on
the Financial Staiement in Committee, when

a member shall be at liberty to speak for

one hour. In (Committee of the House no

member shall speak for more than twenty
minutes at any one time, or more than tuwice
on auy one question before the Conmmittee:

Provided that this rule shall not apply in

Committee to a niember in eharge of a Bill,

or to a Minister when delivering the Iinan-

vial Statement, or, in regard to the nnmber

of hig speeches, to a Minister in charge of a

class of the Estimates in Committee of Sup-

PIJ’-”

The fact that the last three or four motions
have heen rushed through with so much des-
patch is most encouraging to me to bring
forward this motion for the eurtailment of
speeches. On the lgst occasion when we had
this question hefore the House I was very
sorry to find a lot of opposition from the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W. C.
Angwin). [ trust that during the interim he
has had a good think abount the matter, and has
decided to withdraw much of the opposition he
previously displayed. While I do not propose
to ammoy the House by repetition—for to my
mind there is nothing more annoying than to
have a thing repeated over and over again—I
cannot say much more in eonnection with the
motion than T said on the last occasion. Still
I have been struck by one or two of the state-
ments made in the course of that debate. For
instance, the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Aongwin) said that any member
who had had experience during the last few
years could form an opinion as to how Par-
liament could carry on, but that I had been
here only for a few hours, and so had not the
necessary experience, that T did not know what
had been the practice in the past. T do not
¢laim to have had the lifelong experience of
the member for North-East Fremantle, but I
do claim to be possessed of a fair amount of
common sense, and T consider that one fort-
night of debates in this House is guite sufficient
to justify a man in coming to a conclusion as
to whether or not time is wasted here. The
hon. member for North-East Fremantle went
on to say that he eounld not see any grounds
for my objection, that no long speeches had
heen made by hon. members, or at least that
on only one occasion since T have been here,
had there been any long speeches. I do not
know whether the speeches were long, but T
do ¥now that many of them have been very,
very wearisome,

Mr., Holman: Wel!, why not move that no
wearisome speeches shall be made, instead of
moving to curtail the length of aspeeches?

Mr. TEESDALE: T will deal with the hon.
member afterwards, that is, if T have time,
The member for North-Eest Fremantle also
went on to vefer to the number of electors in

my electorate, I consider that was quite guper-
flugus. My electors c.aim to Le possessed of
sornie degree of intelligence. Although few in
number, they have just as much intelligence as
the memhber for North-East Frewantle. And
[ am quite sure that although they du not
have copies of *'llansard '’ delivered in trock
loads, as in the cuse of the electors of North-
East Frewarntle, ¢tiil when { go wp among
them they are jleased to hear of what haa
happened. They have such faith and confidence
in their member that they do not want to be
continually hearing about him,

Mr., Troy: What has that to o with the
motion!

Mr. TEESDALE: Possibly the hon. member
cannot see what it has to do with the motion.
Ilowever, I am so well aceustomed to the hon,
member that I propose to leave him off the
landscaye. The member for North-East Fro-
mantle said that if members of Parliameut
were to take notice of the newspapers it would
be God help the membhers of Parliament. Cer-
tainly we have had a sufficiency of letters and
of comment in our leading newspapers. Only
three or four dayvs ago we had the lealer in
the ¢¢Melhourne Age'’ complaining bitterly of
the waste of time lry members of Parlinment
in dealing with matters already referred to by
previous speakers. I do mnot often quote

the ‘‘Daily News'’ and the ‘“West Aus-
tralian’’ by the yard, as many hon.
members deo, but T think that for once
hon., members will not objeet to about

an inch and a half of quotation. This is
headed ‘¢ Time limit on memhera’ speeches; the
latest form of economy. Proposed saving of
words as applied to the utterances of mem-
bers of the Assembly.’’ The quotation con-
tinues:

Following the example set by the House of

Representatives and the Vietoria Legisla-

tive Assembly, the Standing Orders Com-

mittee of the Legislative Assemblv of this

State, in a report tabled yesterday, pro-

poses a time limit on speeches,
I have previously called attention to the many
occasions on which this House has given
illustrations, aa in the case of the Health Act
Amendment Bill, which have been immedi-
ately followed hy the other States. Here we
have another illustratinn. We bronght this
matter on a few weeks ago, and it was imme-
diately copied by the Lepislative Assembly of
Vietoria. Tt shows that we are not so obso-
lete and behind-hand as some people think,
that we are positively giving examples to the
other States. T trust thev will derive as much
satisfaction from and be as suecessful in,
their motion as T hope to be in mine. There
iz another point T would like to refer to. The
member for North-East Fremantle, in the
course of the speech to which T have already
drawn attention. said that he had retained
his seat hy working, That is a direct reflae-
tion on every other member of the House. Tt
appears that the only member who retaing his
seat by working is the memher for North-
East Fremantle.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: T (did not say that no
other member worked.

Alr. TEESDALE: T claim to be working
very hard when T have to sit here for 335



118 SEPTEMBESR, 1918.]

hours listening to the hon, member’s speeches,
He went on to say—

It is not by bringing forward nonsensical
motions like this for the purpose of gag-
ging menbers,

I pever had the remotest idea of gagging
anybody. I never had an idea
Mr. Holman: About anything.

Mr. TEESDALE: That i8 a fact. It is
quite right. I have often told the hon. mem-
ber that there could be no possible intelli-
gence on this side, becanse he has it all, and
that therefore he could not expeet anything
of value to emanate from any member on this
gide. To resume: The member for North-
East Fremantle said that he spoke only when
motions were brought forward which he eon-
gidered detrimental to the interests of the
people of the State. That is an extraordinary
statement, but perhaps the hon. member him-
self understands it. He said also—

[f hon. members were to take notice of
letters in the newspaper—

I have already said that T am just about fired
of letters in the newspaper. They certainly
have a good deal of weight when they refer
to this subject. We are quite convinced that
at other times there is not mueh weight to be
attached to them, but in this instance I feel
.guilty, because I can bear that out myself.
T sat here so long and so often that I finished
up with a very poor idea of what had been
going on, T only paid attention to the first
speaker, who appeared to me to cover most of
‘the ground, and it seems to me superfluons to
listen to the other speakers. I have again
to refer to the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, because most of the opposition eame
from him. He says—

Probably a little extra time was taken up
on the Health Bill, but hon. members are
aware that there are thousands of people
in the State who are so deeply interested
in that Bill that they would not care if the
whole session had been devoted to it.

Hon. members will see the extraordinary ex-
travagance of this statement, that if the
whole session bad been devoted to one Bill
the public would not have growled. That
eertainly was an extraordinary statement,
and js on a par with the attitude of -the rest
of the opponents to this motion. T assure the
hon. member that I have no other idea in the
world than to do my best to allow to Parlia-
ment as much time as possible for legislation,
without wasting s¢ much time on speeches.
We have one paper which refers to vs as a
talking shop, &nd another talking abont the
piffle, or pith, of Parliament. Altogether
Parliament has been the subjeet of ridicule
ever since this Ministry eame into power. The
time has come when we can reasonably cur-
tail speeches. This is no innovation, beecauge
already in the previous session I called atten-
tion to it. I have no intention of acting as
a reformer and do not desire to pose as in-
iroducing any new procedure, but I do think
it would be econducive to the work of the
House if we could arrange to pnt our ideas
before the public a little more conecisely than
we have done in the past. With that object
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in view 1 have much pleasure in moving the
motion standing in my pame,
. Hon. I. WALEKER (Kanowna): I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following result;—

Aves .. . .. 15
‘Noes . 21
Majority againat 6
AVES.
Mr. Apngwin Mr. Munsia
Mr, Colller Mr. Pickering
Mr. Green Mr, Rocke
. Mr, Holman Mr. Troy
My Jones Mr. Walker
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr, Mitchel) Mr. 0'Loghblen
Mr., Mullany (Teller.)
NUES.
Mr, Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr, Brown Mr. Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Robljoson
Mr, Duff , Mr. Smith
Mr. Foley Mr. Stubbs
bir. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudsoan Mr. Hardwlick
Mr. Lefroy {Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Hon, P. COLL1ER (Boulder) [8.55]: I
must cxpress my surprise at the attitude of
the Government upon this motion, particularly
when contrasting it with their attitude onm the
previous motion, When the House was dis
cussing a matter, which dealt with the life angd
death of an individual of the State, it was
net thought to be of sufficient importance tc
engage our attention for the whole evening
The Government forced the postponement of
that wmatter, which is apparently now shelved
indefinitely. On a ridiculous preposition of
this kind, however, the Government foree the
House to go on. I eould understand that atti
tude on the part of the Government

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon. member cannod
discuss the decision at which the House has
arrived.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am not discussing the
decision of the House.

Mr. Holman: The attitude of the Govern
ment.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I will endeavour to keer
within the Standing Orders, and I hope T shall
not be interrupted in anticipation of what 1
may be going to say. We have the spectacle
to-night of the hon. member submitting this
motion and no member of the Governmend
riging to indicate to the House whether the
Government are prepared to accept it or not
This motion is essentially one that affects the
Government. It affects the conduct of the
business of the House, and for that reason it
a matter of importance to the Government
Notwithstanding this, members of the Minig
try sit down like stuffed individvals, appar
ently waiting, as has been the case in pas
sessiong, to get a lead from the private mem
bers of the House. Having no opinion of thei
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own regarding this particular matter, they sit
down and wait until there is a kind of desul-
tory digcussion going on around the Chamber,
and they have in that way gathered the views
of the majority of the members of the House,
and shaped their attitude towards this motion
accordingly. If the Government opposed this
motion, it was the bounden duty of the Pre-
mier, or some Minister, to indicate to the House
their attitude towards it.

The Premier: You moved the adjournment
from your side before we had an opportunity
of doing se.

M. Munsie: You were called upon to do so,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ministers sat like a
row of penguins on a rock without giving any
indication whatever of what was in their minds
until you, Sir, were putting the question, There
was, theretore, mo alternative but to move the
adjournment of the debate from this side of
the House. This sort of thing is characteristic
of the Government, On important matters of
thig  kind they do not know where they are.
The member for Roebourne has come to the
House, no doubt, filled up with a measure of
reforming zeal, which so many uew members
bring to the House.

Mr. Troy: You can see it oozing out of
every pore.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member, be-
cause he does not feel disposed to take np the
time of the House himself with speeches——

Mr. Teesdale: You tell me to shat up so
often.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparently has the
idea that this House should become a kind of
dumb institution. I have heard new wmembers
who have been about 2% minutes in the House
talk about waste of time. That is the kind
of cheap gallery talk which goes down with
the public. Oue would imagine that members
were elected to the House to cut wood or lay
bricks on the floor of the House. We are told
that we are wasting time becanse we indulge
in debate. Tf this is not an institution that
is peruliarly and specially elected for the pur-
posc of debate, what has it been elected for?
What are we here for? Are we not doing the
work that the country elected us to do by
debating and thrashing out the various ques-
tions which come before the House, affecting
the puhlic interest and the welfare of the
country? Would we be (oing the country’s
work by sitting down in dumb fashion and
allowing Billa to ge through, motions to go
through, and the business that is brought-be-
fora us to go through, without proper and
adequnate dehate? Tt is only by the fullest
possible discussion that the weaknesses and
the flaws, and the various aspects of the busi-
ress hefore the House, are brought out, and
that thereby the hest possible Bill or Act is
obtained. Tt ill beecomes a memhber, hecause
he has not the mind to talk, to imagine that
every other memher of the House should be
gagged. Tt would be a sorry day for the
people of this country, and for the legislation
that is passed, hut perhaps a good thing for
the courts of the country, which would be
busily employed if we adonted the view which
apparently is held by the hon. member, and
rushed everything through helus bolus without
consideration.

Mr, Teesdale: Not his alone,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P. COLLLER: There are others, too,.
who think it is a kind of cheap method of
gaining popularity with an onthinking public,
who do not know what the business of the
House is, and have ro idea of the proper fume-
tions of & member of Parliament,

Mr. Teesdale: That more particularly refers
to the “West Australian.’’

Hon, P, COLLIER: The hon. member's
authority is the ‘'Daily News.’’ There is no
Parliament in Australia against which a charge
can be made with less justification of indulg-
ing in unnecessary talk and waste of time
than the Parliament of Western Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: You did not show much re-
sult last session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What does the hon.
member say should be the result?

Mr. Teesdale: Some good legistation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Good legislation ¢an only
be obtained by the fullest measure of debate
and discussion, not by dumb aecquiescence in
everything that is brought into the House, as
the hon. member apparently imagines.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not obtained by talk.

Hon, P, COLLIER: If the hon. member
cannot talk and has no ideas to give to the
House, why should he be jealous of. another
hon. member?

Mr. Teesdale: Ha, hal

Hoen, P, COLLIER: The hon. member is
actuated by a spirit of jealousy, He knows
that he is mnever going to cut any figure by
talking in the Houss, and so lhe would gag
everyone else and prevent them from talking.
That is the hon, member’s motive, no doubt
about it. He says, ‘*We come here to work.”’
‘Was not the Miniaster for Industries working
last night when he spoke for three hours on
the Forests Bill? The hon. member would
have cut him off in half an hour. Will he as-
sert that two lours was wagste of time?

Mr. Teesdale: Half of it was.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Wil he .assert that
the Minister was not working, doing good and
effective work for the country?

Mr. Teesdale: He is doing better work than
you are now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am engaged in good
work, giving the hon. member a little bit of
a dressing down for the attitude he has ad-
opted. The Minister for Industries last nipht
gave to the House, and through the Honse to
the country, valvable information regarding
one of the greatest assets of Western Austra-
lia, yet the hon. member says it was ridicu-
lous waste of time.

Mr. Teesdale: No, no.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, yes, his motion
gays so. Ie would have cut him off with an
hour’s speech; and what would apply to the
Minister for Industries would apply to every
other member at different times. To assert
that the length of a speech must necessarily
mean waste of time, and brief speeches, per
contra, means wisdom, is the very acme of
foolishness. There may be long speeches which
justify every attitude of delivery. There may
be five minutes of inconsequential little flutters
that have no value whatever, but the valne
does not consist in brevity; the hon, member
considers that it dees. There is ne need to
put the gag on members of the House as the
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hon. member seeks to do by his motion. And
moreover, if the hon. member had been in the
House longer, and had a befter idea of the
way business ia conducted, he would know per-
fectly well that to carry a motion of this
kind would not eveantually lead to the saving
of time whatsoever. If I by a Standing Order
such as he moves, was cut off with half an
hour’s speech on 8 matter on which I may
have spoken for am hour or an hour and a
hal?, what would be the result? I could put
up every one of my colleagues to talk for half
an hour each, and instead of an hour, or an
hour and a half’s speech what wonid we have?
Eight or nine hours’ speeches by my col-
Jeagues.

Mr. Teesdale: I know you are capable of
anything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What does the hon.
member mean? I am capable of seeing that
every possible disetussion and ventilation takes
place in the House, and if I feel I have not
sufficient time to veatilate the merits of any
matter I am more than justified, in fact I am
neglecting my duty if I do not see that my
colleagites oceupy the necessary time.

Mr, Teesdale: Jt is not new.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member prob-
ably wandered around the library and fell
across a volume in which he saw that the
Standing Oxders curtailed the speeches of
members and he pounced upon it—¢‘This will
do for me,’’ and he brings it down to the
House, and says, ‘‘ They have got it somewhere
else.’’ What does his speech consist of?
Marely that, Had it not been for the oppo-
gition of the member for North-East Fremantle
last session the hon, member would have been
bankrupt of one sentence in support of his
motion. He supported his motion to-night by
reading extracts from the speech of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle of last session.
Did he go into the merits of the case?
Did he give the House sofficient argument?
Did he give oue scrap of argument in support
of the motion except a general statement, a
parrot exy? A bird in the bush conld be taught
in 8 week to say what the hon. member said
—they have it somewhere else. The hon. mem-
ber did not advance one serap of argument be-
yond a general statement.

Mr. Teesdale: In the last debate I did.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We cannot vetain in
our memory the arguments that the hon. mem-
ber used last session.

Mr. Holman: Here
abont two minutes.

Hon, P. COLLIER: OQOut of consideration
for the House I will not read the speech. I
will simply refer members to the page and the
date—10th April, 1918, page 1279 of ‘'Han-
sard’’—about half a column. The hon. mem-
ber is & past master in the art of condensa-
tion, but he must have regard for other mem-
bers of the House who are not so skilled in
that direction, and who of necessity may re-
quire an howur or an hour and a half to express
their thoughts which the hon. member can ex-
press in five minutes. He should have eomsid-
eration for other members of the House, and
not attempt to tie us down to half an hour,
which he would do by the motion. I do not
want to labour the question, because I beliave

is the last debate—

375
the good sense of the House will not agree to
it. If it had been the practice for any con-
siderable length of time for a large propor-
tion of members to indulge in long speeches
—what the hon, member calls waste of time in
talking—the House might bhave been justified
in taking steps to curtail their loquacity. But
it has not been so in this House, particularly
in recent years, and not in the experience of
the hon. member himself, with the exception
of & speech now and again of some length
which the cireumstances of the case ealled for,
such as we listened to last evening, or on the
Address-in-reply, or the Budget. Such cases
as that call for lengthy speeches on the part
of some members. That being w0, a great
majority of the members might properly be
described as silent. The majority apeak but
rarely and briefly. In view of that fact it is
something in the nature of an insult to mem-
bers to bring forward a motion which by in-
ference declares that they are long-wiaded,
time-wasters. That is the inference to be
drawn from the motion. I regret the Govern-
ment have not indicated their attitude toward
the motion, because it certainly concerns them
more than private members in the conduect of
the business of the House. I hope we shall not
have the spectacle of allowing the matter to
go round the Chamber until it has advanced
far enough to enable the Government to- come

" to some concluston as to how the majority

stands, and then to make up their minds as
to what attitude they will adopt towards it.
I think the motion might have been shelved
for the time being, There is more important
business on the Notice Paper, and more im.
portant business has beep shelved earlier in the
evening, yet we waste the time, to use the hon.
member’s expression. The motion is only
brought forward hecause of the parliamentary
youth and inexperience of the hon. member
who fathers it.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [9.10]: I wish to
move an amendment.

Mr. OLoghlen: Oh, vote ome way or the
other.

Mr. FOLEY: I move—

That all the words after ‘‘that’’ be
struck out and the following inserted in
lien:—**The matter of the limitation of
speeches be referred to the Standing Orders
Committee for their consideration and re-
port.”?

I think all members will agree with me that
no matter how long this question is discussed
in the Chamber, when the motion is finished
with the Standing Orders Committee will
then be asked te put it into shape, and we
shall have the discussion over again.  Al-
though members have different opinions on
the question, in the interests of the House
generally we would be occupying less time
if we allowed the matter to go to the Stand-
ing Orders Committee; they in turn to con-
sider it, and if there i3 to be any limitation
or alteration in the mode of addressing the
House we could take it into counsidaration,
and any other matter that the committee
place hefore members for the curtailment of
speeches. I do not wish to waste the time
of the House further, but simply move the
amendment,
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Mr. HARDWICK (Easf Perth) [9.11]: I
second the smendment. )

Mr. O’Loghlen: You seconded the motion.

Mr. SPEAEER: Is there any seconder?

Mr. BROWN '(Subiaco) [9.12]: I second the
amendment.

On motion by Hon. T. Walker debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS—CASE OF MRS. JEFFREY,
Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.12]: I
move—
That all papers relatiog to the prosecu-
tion of one Mrs, Jeffrey on a charge of
theft in the Police Court, Perth, on June
25, be 1aid upon the Tabie.
I understand the Government have no objec-
tion to this motion. T am principally actu-
ated in moving for the papers because the
case has received a good deal of publicity
in the columns of the metropolitan news-
papers. I believe the newspapers have had
access to the files, and that being the case
I thiak there is no objection to the House
having similar information,

Mr. MUNSIE (Hanpans) |9.13]: I second
the motion.

Question put and passed.

The Attorney General laid the papers on

the Table.

House adjourned at 9.16 p.m.

Legislative HAssembly,

Thursday, 19th September, 1918,

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 11 am.
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Paper Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and
Proceedings. '’}

BILL—INTERPRETATION,
Becond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th September.

Hon, T. WALKER (EKanowna) [11.6 am.];
I do not think it necessary to disenss this Bill
at any length. The measure involves no new
prineiples; and I understand that no startling
innovation of any kind is proposed, and that
really the only clause calling for attention is
that interpreting the words ‘‘may’’ and
¢¢ghall.’” The measure really represents a
re-enactment of laws already in force, with
some slight additions from the laws of the
Commonwealth and of other States; but no-
thing at all departing from principles already

.[ASSENBLY.)
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acknowledged here and already upon our
statute-book. Perhaps the Mill has the advan:
tage of effecting consolidation of our lavs in
the matter; and such a reform was needed,
but the urgency of it I fail tq understand.
As the Bill really contains nething introduc-
ing new principles, or any drastic or even
partial alteration of our already existing laws,
I think the measure might well pass its second
reading now and go through Committee, when
we can consider the particnlar points to which
I have referred.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

in Committee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, d—agreed to.

Clause #—Meanings of certain terms:

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: This clause inter-
prets ‘¢ Minister'’ as meaning—

the Minister of the Crown or member of

the Executive Council to whom the adminis-

tration of the Act or enactment or the parg

thercof in which the term is used is for the

time being ecommitted by the Governor, and

inelodes any Minister of the Crown or mem-

ber of the Executive Council for the time

being discharging the duties of the office of

Minister,
This definition appears to confer on any mem-
ber of the Executive Council who may be
appointed by the Governor legal authority for
the administration of any Act of Parligment.
That is a new departure in Western Australia,
The Governor has power to call in any person
to give adviee and to make any person a
member of the Executive Council. We know,
of course, that the Constitutional practice is
to appoint members of the Executive Council
only upon the advice of the Government, The
practice bere has been for an Honorary Minis-
ter to aet for a portfolio’d Minister, the
Honorary Minjster having himself no legal
authority, and the whole of the authority being
vested in the portfolio’d Minister. Many of
our Aects provide that only a Minister of the
Crown can sign documents under them. If
this clanse is carried as printed, the power to
sign will apparently be vested in the Honorary
Minister. Personally I see no reason for the
change, since it is only right that a port-
folio’d Minister should in important matters
be the person te aign, and to take the re-
sponsibility. T have had more years of ex-
perience as Honorary Minister than any other
member of this House; and my invariable prae-
tice as Honorary Minister was to sign only for
the portfolio’d Jlinister, and any matters of
importance I referred to the portfolio’d Minis-
ter, and he took the responsibility as the only
man respongible to Parliament. On one or
two occasions I had the pleasure of acting as
deputy Minister, but only during the absence
of the portfolio’d Minister. As members who
have heen sworn in members of the Executive
Council well know, the nortfolio’d Minister
has to make three declarations, while the
Honorary Minister has to make only two.
Consequently, when an Honorary Minister has
been appointed to act as deputy Minister, it
has been necessary for him to make the third
declaration, in addition to the twe made by



